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Comrades, 

 

Over the last few years there is an ever-increasing 

question on renewing a Postɍs EIN number due to 

the present EIN has expired or been revoked. 

Before, providing some general information on re-

instating a Postɍs Tax-exempt status, I would like 

to ask these questions, Where are the oʟcers of 

the Post???  
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Greetings Comrades. 

It has been a busy year, with many things going 
on within the Department of New York.  District 
meetings are oʜ and running, getting their 
programs done and Fall Conference being a 
success.    

Membership is moving forward; the Department 
is almost at 90% in membership prior to the 1st 
of the new year.  Currently as of December 13, 
2024, the Department of New York is at 87.89% 
needing 5,091 new or re-instated members to 
reach 102% in membership to meet Commander
-in-Chief Al Lipphardtɍs goal of 102% in the 
Department by the end of June 2025.  As a 
reminder in September, I put out an incentive 
for the districts that meet 100% in membership 
by 1 May 2024 and 102% in membership by 30 
June 2024 as follow: 

As an incentive to achieve Nationalɍs 
Membership goal of 102% by June 30, 2025, the 
following incentive will be put in place, for the 
2024-2025 Membership year. Any District that 
that attains 100% by May 1, 2025, will receive 
$500 from the Department of New York to be 
put in their Membership budget. As an additional 
incentive in reaching a 102% by June 30, 2025, 
an additional $1,000 will be given to any District 
that achieves 102% in Membership from the 
Department of New York to be put in their 
Membership Budget. 
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Comrades, 

As we approach the Holidays, I would like to take 
the opportunity to thank the members of the 
Department of New York for what is turning out to 
be another successful administrative year. State 
Commander Kell has directed some very positive  

State Adjutant continued on page 4 
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I ask and need every Membership Chairman in the District 
communicate with their Posts and advice our State 
Membership Chairman PSC Michael Burke of any 
membership drives their Districts are having throughout 
this issuing year, this will allow the Department to aid the 
District Membership Chairmans with the required material 
and assistance they will need to have a successful 
membership drive.  As of December 13, 2024, 6 of 11 
Districts are 90% or better.  Continue to push 
membership and letɍs end the year on a strong note and 
meet the challenge. 

Legislation is moving forward, at the Mid-Winter CofA 
Conference in Albany, the Department will be having a 
Legislative meeting for District Commanders and District 
Legislative Team to go over our 2025 Legislative Priorities.   

Community Service Reports, Inspections, Quarterly 
reports, and District All-American Dashboard reporting.  
As the posts complete their programs be sure to input this 
information on the Department of New York Dashboard for 
Community Service, Voice of Democracy, Patriots Pen and 
Teachers so National will have accurate statistical 
information on Program activity and the Posts getting 
credit.  Also, District Adjutants completing their entries as 
well on the All-American Dashboard. 

Inspections are coming in slow; I am asking all the 
District Commanders to assign and train 3 Inspectors in 
their District to get all the Inspections done by 28 
February 2025.  This year with the cutoʜ date of 28 
February 2025, each district should be able to complete 
and be accepted by the department to the goal of 100% 
inspected.   

As we all know, the Department of New York Mid-Winter 
Conference and Washington DC Conference is right 
around the corner.  I am looking forward to seeing 
everyone there. 

As we enter the Holiday Season, I extend my season 
greetings and wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.  While traveling be safe in the slippery 
conditions and your surroundings. 

 

Yours in Comradeship. 

Daniel L. Kell 

Department of New York State Commander 
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First, it is the Commander and the 

Quartermasterɍs obligation to make sure all 

local, state and federal documents are ʝled in a 

timely manner. If a post loses itɍs Tax 

exemption status a lot has happened or 

should I say a lot Has Not happened and 

hasnɍt been done for 3 or more consecutive 

years. Yes, if a 990 has not been ʝled for 3 

years, the EIN number is automatically revoked 

and the Post must reapply for the tax-exempt 

status.  

 

Secondly, Where, were and are the trustees 

who are supposed to be reviewing these 

documents when they complete their Trustees 

Report??? What happened at the last 3 

inspections?? Again, where are the trustees?? 

 

I am not an authority in ʝling 990ɍs, I am 

not an accountant and cannot give you 

legal advice on your individual 900ɍs  

 

From what those posts which have reapplied for 

their exempt status, they are saying, is it 

expensive, time consuming and UN NECESSARY! 

But only if you have ʝled the 990 report each 

year. Many Posts need only to ʝle a Post Card 

990 or go online and do it electronically. Look 

for the accepted notation after electronically 

ʝling. 

 

A post will probably need to hire a CPA to 

complete the necessary forms. These will ʝll a 2

-1/2ɑ to 3ɑ binder before your number is 

reinstated.  

 

There may be a $600.00 ʝling fee. 

 

The IRS Has a special section on entities losing 

their status and how to apply for re-

instatement.  

 

Some FAQ: 

How do I get through to IRS customer 
service? 
You can call 1-800-829-1040 to get answers 
to your federal tax questions 24 hours a 
day. Tax forms and instructions for current 
and prior years are available by calling 1-
800-829-3676. You can also order free 
publications on a wide variety of tax topics. 

 
Can an organization have its tax-exempt 
status reinstated if it was revoked for 
failing to ʝle for three consecutive 
years? 
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Yes, but you must apply (or reapply) and pay 
the appropriate user fee to have your tax-
exempt status reinstated if it was revoked 
because you failed to ʝle for three 
consecutive years. An exemption application 
is required even if your organization was not 
originally required to ʝle an application. 
Reinstatement of exempt status, if the 
application is approved, will generally be 
eʜective the date the application was ʝled; 
however, reinstatement may be retroactive 
to the date of revocation if the organization 
shows that it had reasonable cause for not 
ʝling for three consecutive years. See Rev. 
Proc. 2014-11 for an explanation of 
ñreasonable causeɑ and information on how 
to request reinstatement of exemption back 
to the eʜective date of automatic revocation.  

 
How do I contact the IRS about tax-exempt 
status? 
You may direct technical and procedural 
questions concerning charities and other 
nonproʝt organizations, including questions 
about your tax-exempt status and tax 
liability, to the IRS Tax Exempt and 
Government Entities Customer Account 
Services at 877-829-5500 (toll-free 
number).Aug 20, 2024 

 
How long does it take for the IRS to reinstate 
tax-exempt status? 
How Long Does It Take for the IRS To Reinstate 
Tax-Exempt Status? The timeframe for IRS 
reinstatement can vary depending on various 
factors, including the completeness of your 
application and the current workload of the 
IRS. Typically, the reinstatement process 
may take anywhere from 3 to 9 months. 
(Note) Sometimes longer if forms are not 
complete and correct. 

 
What happens if tax-exempt status is 
revoked? 
When your tax-exempt status gets revoked, you 
will be required to pay income tax on your 
revenue. In addition, donors will no longer 
be able to claim their donations as 
deductions on their yearly tax returns. 

 
How do I change my ʝling status to exempt? 
How to claim exempt status on a W-4. To claim 
an exemption, you must complete only lines 
1, 2, 3, 4, and 7 and sign the form to 
validate it. (In Box 7, write ñEXEMPTɑ. 
Writing this will guarantee that withholdings 
are not taken from your future paychecks.) 

 
Forms? 
To apply (or reapply) for tax-exempt status as a 
section 501(c)(3) organization, use Form 
1023, Application for Recognition of 
Exemption, or Form 1023-EZ, Streamlined 
Application for Recognition of Exemption, as  
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https://www.irs.gov/node/49971#RP-2014-11
https://www.irs.gov/node/49971#RP-2014-11
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1023
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1023
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1023
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1023-ez
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1023-ez
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changes  in the Department this year. Changes 
that we will continue to enjoy for years to 
come. One of the most signiʝcant changes 
occurred on August 15, 2024 when the 
Department Council of Administration approved 
the Departmentɍs partnership with New York 
City Department of Veterans Services in an 
initiative to expand our Veterans Service 
Oʟcer assistance to New York City veterans. 
This initiative captioned the ɐVallone Veterans 
Initiativeɑ was named after Paul Angelo Vallone 
who was a leader in his native borough of 
Queens as well as a leader in the New York 
City Council. 

On September 12, 2024, the New York City 
Council passed Transparency Resolution #2, 
awarding substantial ʝscal year funding to the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Department of New 
York under the Veteran Resource Centers 
Initiative. Eʜective this date, all funds 
expended by the Department in support of the 
Vallone Initiative became fully reimbursable.  

On November 12, 2024, the Department hired 
three full-time Veterans Service Oʟcers to 
staʜ the New York City Regional Oʟce. An 
additional three Veterans Service Oʟcers will 
be hired by March 1, 2025 for a total of six full-
time Veterans Service Oʟcers that will be 
assigned to the New York City Regional Oʟce. 
Although the Vallone Veterans Initiative is a 
program that will require annual New York City 
Council funding approval, our discussions with 
New York City Department of Veterans 
Services envision that this will be a long-term 
initiative with a twenty plus year partnership. 

Based on New York City Department of 
Veterans Services statistics, there is a 
population of over 200,000 veterans who 
reside in New York City. It is fully expected 
that this initiative will also substantially beneʝt 
the Departmentɍs recruitment eʜorts. 

Colin Anderson, Director Veterans Services 
with Assistant Department Service Oʟcers: 
Madison Fletcher, Yoselin Brice and Wesleyan 
Tanco in the New York City regional oʟce on 
Houston Street. 
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James MacArthur 
SR. VICE COMMANDER 
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Comrades, 

Here it is December and the holidays are upon us 
and 2024 is coming to an end, I would like to 
wish my follow comrades and their families a 
Happy and Merry Holiday season especially those 
who will not be with their family for the Holidays. 

I would like to thank all the Districts for their 
work on getting OTI classes done, just a 
reminder if you still have Posts that have not met 
the requirements to attain All State Status you 
can still have another OTI class, prior to February 
28, 2025, if the District Commander decides to 
approve it.  

Membership Ɉ The Department is currently at 
87.63%; as you know and we say it all the time, 
membership is important and necessary for our 
dep and organization to survive. I understand it 
isnɍt easy but itɍs part of what we need to do. So, 
as they say recruit, recruit, recruit Ɉ lets get to 
100% before May 1, 2025. 

Legislation is another important issue. We have 
our Mid-Winter C of A meeting coming up 
January 10th and 11th. Our legislative teams both 
Department and District will be meeting on 
January 11th at 9:00 AM to go over our legislative 
goals for 2025. Recently I traveled with Bob 
Mitchell, PSC Tom Howard and PSC Pete Pennelle 
to Cleveland, OH to tour Arrow Gaming. What an 
amazing company; we need to support them to 
get Electronic Gaming legislation passed through 
the State Legislature.  

On another subject, we are around six months 
away from our annual Commanderɍs Golf 
Tournament which I will be chairing again this 
year. For those of you who support and play 
every year will be playing on three diʜerent golf 
courses this year and I will be there at all three. 
Unfortunately, last year I missed the ʝrst two 
because I was in Kansas City. More coming on 
this after the ʝrst of the year. 

Sr. Vice Commander continued on page 5 

 

Wishing everyone a safe and joyous holiday 
season and a very happy and peaceful New Year! 

Yours in Comradeship, 

Bob Mitchell 

State Adjutant 
 



 

 

DEPARTMENT OF NEW YORK 
VFW 

69 SAND CREEK RD 

ALBANY, NY 12205 

518-463-7427 

518-454-8904 (fax) 

www.vfwny.com 

www.facebook.com/VFWNewYork 

 

Jack Sanford 
JR. VICE COMMANDER 
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Sr. Vice Commander continued from page 
4 

For me I continue to travel to District meetings 
and have been to several posts for their 
meetings. I have more meetings in the coming 
year, Conventions in the spring, trying to see as 
many of my follow comrades as possible, 
unfortunately I will not be at our Spring 
Conference as I will be in Kansas City with my 
fellow Sr. Vice Commanders from around our 
National organization Ɉ looking forward to that. 

I attended the Eastern Conference in Burlington 
Vermont where I was elected as Chaplain for 
the Eastern Conference which was a great 
honor for me.  

So, Comrades I want to wish you all Happy 
Holidays, Happy New Year Ɉ be safe and thank 
you for all of your support.  Remember no one 
does more for Veterans than Veterans. 

 

James MacArthur 

Sr. Vice Commander 

NEW YORK STATE OVERSEAS VETERAN 
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applicable. To apply (or reapply) for exemption 
under section 501(c)(4), use Form 1024-A, 
Application for Recognition of Exemption 
under Section 501(c)(4). Use Form 1024, 
Application for Exemption under Section 
501(a) for most other types of tax-exempt 
organizations. 

Before anyone else has issues, please review the 
ʝling dates of the 990 form. Check on your last 
date of ʝling. Trustees, your task besides signing 
a for someone else has completed is to review 
the ʝling of necessary documents. 
 
Enough said. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
everyone a Happy New Year. I have again split a 
donation between the Commanderɍs Special 
project and a local Grand Island foundation 
which help those persons and families in distress. 
I have done this in lieu of sending Christmas 
cards. 
 
Stay Safe, 
 
Daniel B. McMahon 
Quartermaster 
Department of New York 
Past Grand Commander 
MOC Grand of New York 
518 414-2605 
dmcmahon@vfwny.com 

Comrades, 
 
I would like to start oʜ by wishing everyone a very 
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Happy Kwanza 
and a Happy and Healthy New Year. Let us 
remember those of our Comrades who are ill and 
recovering hope they will be soon on the mend 
and those who have gone before us. 
 
Let us also take time to reʞect on whatɍs 
important in our lives, take this time to recharge 
ourselves to the task ahead.  
 
Let us attack this New Year with conʝdence in our 
ability to achieve our goals, but do not set your 
goals so high as to make them unattainable but 
within our reach, a good mark is 5% over last 
yearɍs mark, in Membership and Programs please 
donɍt try to keep up with other larger Post but 
compete with yourselves to strive to reach that 
5% mark. If your Post has not been inspected as 
of yet get in touch with your District Inspector. 
 
Again, Happy Holidays to all 
 
Jack Sanford 
Jr. Vice Commander 

https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1024-a
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1024-a
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1024-a
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1024
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1024
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1024
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Gene Ratigliano, 
PSC  

 NATIONAL COUNCIL 
  MEMBER 

Ben Thompson, 

PSC 
JUDGE ADVOCATE 

Comrades, 

As a Post or District Oʟcer, have you ever 
questioned whether you are performing your 
duties correctly? If the answer is yes, there are 
several ways to ʝnd the answer to help you 
correct what is needed. The ʝrst and easiest is 
to speak to a Past Commander. Past 
Commanders at all levels are there to provide 
guidance and assistance. The next avenue is the 
Department or District OTI. For Some oʟcers 
the OTI is mandatory but is open to all 
members. The curriculum of the OTI covers a 
wide range of topics needed to make a Post or 
District successful. The third option is found on 
the VFW National webpage. After logging in, on 
the MY VFW page, scroll down to the Member/
Post Resources section. Under this section will 
be subsections titled Bylaws: Training, Forms & 
Templates and VFW Training & Support.  Under 
the Bylaws: Training, Forms & Templates 
section, go to Training. There you will find topics 
like Conducting a VFW Post Meeting, Challenging 
a VFW Member's Eligibility, Unnecessary 
Committee Reports & Shortening Your Meeting, 
How to Close Debate and much more.  

All these options are free of charge and are 
available to help make you as an oʟcer 
successful. The main thing to keep in mind is to 
be never afraid to ask for help. We as 
Department Oʟcers are always available to 
assist you in any way we can. 

In closing, I wish everyone and their families a 
very Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy and 
safe New Year. 

Ben Thompson, PSC 

State Judge Advocate 
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Greetings from your National Council Member! 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving 
and had time to spend with friends and family. 

For those who may not be aware, one of the 
most important responsibilities of your National 
Council Member is to be intimately involved in 
the oversight in the preparation of the budget 
for the National organization and monitor its 
progress through the year.   At the end of 
November, I received the ʝnal Budget Report for 
the 2023-24 ʝscal year.  The Quartermaster 
Generalɍs report indicated that after starting the 
year with some negative market performance 
which some of us experienced in own investment 
portfolios, the market rebounded which enabled 
National to have a $12.5 million dollar increase 
during the ʝscal year.  Around $7.5 million 
dollars in growth was in the general fund and an 
additional $5 million in various program funds.  
As a result, this growth has put the National 
organization in a position where it can easily 
handle the years it incurs a deʝcit. So far this 
year VFW National is ahead of the curve.  
Octoberɍs revenue objective was $5.2 million, 
and the month closed out at $5.8 million. 

As a reminder to all, Membership and 

Membership Services continues to oʜer Monday 

webinars to assist you in recruiting.   

Webinars that have been presented are also 

available on the National website with the last 

one being, ɐHow to Set Up a Recruiting Booth.ɑ   

 National Council Member continued on 

page 7 

Department of New York VFW  

Headquarters will be closed  

Tuesday, December 24, 2024  

Through  

Wednesday, January 1, 2025  

https://www.vfw.org/my-vfw/vfw-training-and-support/bylaws-training-forms-and-templates
https://www.vfw.org/my-vfw/vfw-training-and-support/bylaws-training-forms-and-templates
https://www.vfw.org/my-vfw/vfw-training-and-support
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmWHeOxLgnM&list=PLS17GMBrjUlbYUwgcgcMLrdWifOnGTgqF&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SAgGq7EfCvw&index=4&list=PLS17GMBrjUlbYUwgcgcMLrdWifOnGTgqF
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SAgGq7EfCvw&index=4&list=PLS17GMBrjUlbYUwgcgcMLrdWifOnGTgqF
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdRCeV6gca4&list=PLS17GMBrjUlYMB-LKropgORgLMfpNlIKE&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdRCeV6gca4&list=PLS17GMBrjUlYMB-LKropgORgLMfpNlIKE&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2t3cG1aQP6M&list=PLS17GMBrjUlYMB-LKropgORgLMfpNlIKE&index=6
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VOD CHAIRMAN 

NEW YORK STATE OVERSEAS VETERAN 
 

National Council Member continued  from 

page 6 

You can view this one as well as a number of 
others on the VFW Membership Facebook page 
or on the Training & Support page behind the 
member login at vfw.org.  This site also oʜers 
other informational videos about all aspects of 
membership from recruiting to interpreting 
Memstats reports.  If you have requests or ideas 
for training email the membership team at 
Membership@vfw.org. 

As I write this article for this edition of the 
Overseas Veteran, National Administrative 
Operations continues to carry a heavy load with 
38 Posts under Department suspensions as well 
as being engaged in 10 Article IX disciplinary 
actions as well.    

The National Inspection Program is still a priority 
of National Commander Lipphardt with ten 
Departments scheduled to be inspected this 
year.  I just returned from inspecting the 
Department of Michigan and will be heading to 
South Dakota in February.  The other 
Departments scheduled for inspection this year 
are Utah, Washington, Paciʝc Areas, Europe, 
Delaware, Mississippi, and Oklahoma.  The 
inspections for the Paciʝc Areas and Europe will 
be done using Zoom due to the cost of sending 
an inspection team to those areas.   

The Washington Conference will be fast 
approaching which will occur at the Crystal City 
Hyatt beginning March 1st and going through 
March 6th.  VOD winners will be recognized at the 
Parade of Winners on Monday March 3, 2025 at 
6:00 PM.  Commander-in-Chief Lipphardt will 
provide his CIC testimony on the hill on 
Wednesday, March 5th at 10:00 AM.  Our 
Department Legislative representative will be 
storming the hill during this week providing our 
elected representatives from NY the VFW Priority 
Goals for 2024-25.  If you plan on attending the 
Washington Conference, itɍs not too early to get 
your reservations locked in. 

Thatɍs all I have to report at this time.  I will be 
attending the Washington Conference in March 
at which time there will be a National Council of 
Administration meeting as well a working with 
the legislative reps on the hill. 

If you have something you would like me to 
report on, let me know.  Remember, I am your 
Council Member representing you! 

I wish you and your families a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year.  Until next time, 
as always, I will do my best to keep you abreast 
of items that may come my way. 

 

Gene Ratigliano  

Gene Ratigliano 

National Council Member 
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I am currently receiving the various District 
winners. Our NYS judging will be held on 
December 29, 2024, in Red Hook, NY 12571 at 
1PM. Thank you to all the participating Posts and 
Auxiliaries this year. The essays and audios were 
most interesting and well thought out. 

I look forward to sharing our New York State 
winner in the next edition in 2025. District 
winners will receive a certiʝcate for their 
respective participation on the State level. 

Happy Holidays to all!!! 

William C. Moore, PDC 

Voice of Democracy Chairman 

mailto:Membership@vfw.org
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On behalf of the Officers and Members of Proctor-Hopson Post #1896, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the US and its Auxiliary, I would like to thank all who donated to the Proctor-Hopson 
Post #1896 VFW Military Family Support Centerɍs Holiday Cheer/Trees for Troops program.  
The Holiday Cheer/Trees for Troops program is a joint venture between Proctor-Hopson Post 
#1896, Veterans of Foreign Wars and its Auxiliary, DHL Express, Deeɍs Nursery, and The 
American Citizens for Soldiers in Service.  

For the past twenty-one years, it has been our goal to try to bring a little taste of home to our 
troops serving in Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and Abu Dhabi, during the holiday season. The 
support of Comrades and Auxiliary members enabled us to again ship over 500 live Christmas 
trees with lights and ornaments and Menorahs to our troops along with cards and gifts. Your 
support made our twenty first anniversary of running this program a great success. 

Again, thank you for your support and for showing our nations servicemen and women, along 
with their families, you care. 

Ben Thompson, PSC, State Judge Advocate 
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James Haas 
STATE SURGEON 
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Comrades, 

Happy Holidays to you and your family!  

Visited Langdon School for Disabilities along with 

Dan 

Goodnaugh 

Post 8692 

Commander 

and Kathy 

Haas Post 

8692 

Auxiliary.  We 

taught them 

about 

veterans and 

the American 

flag. The students were great and very  

attentive.  Many of the students are sons, 

daughters and grandkids of veterans and active 

military personnel.  

Breakfast is back at the Albany Stratton VA 

Medical Center 

sponsored by the VFW 

8692.  Cooked and 

served by: 

Jim Haas - Dept 
Surgeon 

Dan Goodnaugh- 
Cmdr 8692 

 

Ray Theis- VAVS 
District 3 

Karen Covey- 8682 
Auxiliary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On December 10, 2024 Santa and I made a stop 
at the Albany Stratton VA Medical Center and had 
lunch with 42 veterans and staʜ. 
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Luke Magliaro, 

Jr. 
CHIEF OF STAFF 

Comrades, 

As I begin my article for this ɐHolidayɑ edition of 
the Department of NY VFW Overseas Veteran, I 
am with hopes all of our Comrades and their 
families had a wonderful Thanksgiving.    

Since our fall edition, I have continued to 
represent Commander Kell at various meetings 
and or events and speaking to various Posts to 
assist them in their day-to-day operations.  On 
December 9th, 2024, I had the honor of joining 
Commander Kell, along with State 
Quartermaster Dan Mc Mahon, PSC Mick Leavor, 
State Jr. Vice Commander Jack Sanford, several 
Oʟcers of District 1 and District 10, as well as 
PSC / State Judge Advocate Ben Thompson at 
the Annual Trees For Troops / Holiday Cheer 
Program, Chaired by PSC ɐBig Benɑ Thompson. 

I have attended many of the Trees For Troops 
Programs over the 21 years in existence, and 
each and every year somehow, Chairman 
Thompson seems to surpass the previous yearɍs 
program.  I am sure Commander Kell will 
mention success of this great program in his 
article.  Great Job PSC Thompson! 

Immediately following the ɐTrees For Troop 
Programɑ, I headed to the Nassau County 
Legislative Building, to speak in support of 
legislation to have the County of Nassau, 
transfer property to the Tunnel 2 Towers 
Foundation for construction of a new Veterans 
Housing complex.  A deteriorated vacant former 
Motel that was an eye-sore and menace to the 
Island Park community, where it stood in dis-
repair for years prior to and after Hurricane 
Sandy.  This proposal to knock it down for 
Veteran Housing began some years back, by US 
Congressman, Anthony DɍEsposito, when he was 
a Councilman for the Town of Hempstead located 
in Nassau County.  As a resident of the Island 
Park community, and knowing ʝrst-hand, the 
great work the Tunnels 2 Towers organization 
has done not just in New York for First 
Responders and Veterans, but throughout the 
Nation. Had I had the opportunity to gain 
support of the Department of New York, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, at a Council of 
Administration meeting prior to presenting this 
legislation, I would have been honored to 
publicly express our support to this worthy 
project.  I urge all to go online to lookup the  

Tunnels 2 Towers foundation and see the great 
work they have done, are doing and the ʝnancial 
assistance they have provided to those in need.  
I was proud to have had the opportunity to 

speak in support of this great program and have it 
unanimously passed by the Legislators of the 
County of Nassau. Projects like Veterans Housing, 
need our full support. We have a lot of work 
ahead of us, but together we can and will get it 
done.  

 

In closing, may I wish you and your families a 
Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah or any other 
Holiday you may celebrate.  May I also wish you a 
Very Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year! 

 

Yours in Comradeship, 
Luke A. Magliaro, Jr. 
Chief of Staʜ 
Department of New York 

A ʞag from the Spanish American War was gifted to 

the Department  of New York VFW by Cindy 

Kirchhofer. 

Early in 1898, Commodore George Deweyɍs Asiatic 

Squadron was coaled up and waiting in Hong Kong 

Harbor. If war broke out, their mission was to 

engage the Spanish ʞeet based at Manila. 

At 9:40 AM on February 15, 1989, the Battleship 

USS Maine was blown up in Havana Harbor with a 

loss of 260 lives. The war had begun and Dewey 

sailed for the Philippines. Just before dawn on May 

1, 1898 the little ʞeet, 6 ships in all, entered Manila 

Bay while under the noses of the Spanish Shore 

gun batteries on Corregidor Island. 

By breakfast time the Spanish ʞeet was in ʞames 

and just before noon the shore batteries fell silent. 

The war was over for that part of the world.  Total 

American casualties were 8 wounded. 

This ʞag was there! 

Due to the large size of the ʞag and itɍs age, a 

special ʞag case will be constructed so the ʞag can 

be displayed at Department Headquarters. 
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Eastern  

Conference  

Burlington, VT  

November 1 -3, 2024  
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Art Scheuneman 
NATIONAL HOME 
CHAIRMAN 

Comrades, 

This past quarter was a busy time of year. I was 

in attendance at the National Home for the 

Annual Board Meeting for the week of October 

21st-27th. Then turned around to attend the 

Eastern States Conference in Burlington Vermont 

from October 31st thru November 3 and attend a 

District 7 Zoom Meeting on the drive home from 

Vermont. But not as busy as this coming year will 

be. 

A rundown as what is to come at the National 

Home this coming year. Here are some important 

dates we are looking forward to in 2025, The 

100th Anniversary Year of the National Home.ɑ 

On January 7, 2025, the VFW National Home will 
turn 100 years old. In acknowledgement of this 
milestone in the history of the VFW National 
Home, the following commemorative events will 
take place: 

 January 7, 2025ɉBirthday Celebration 

 February 8, 2025ɉGala Celebration 

 March 7, 2025ɉPollett House Dedication 

 June 28, 2025ɉVFW National Home Community 
Celebration 

 August 9-14, 2025ɉCelebrations at VFW 
National  

There are still openings available for the February 
8th Gala Celebration to be held in Grand Rapids 
Michigan.  For further information and details on 
these celebratory events, visit the VFW Nation 
Home website at https://vfwnationalhome.org. 

 
Loyally,  

Art Scheuneman,  

National Home Trustee  

District 2 2019-2025  

VFW Department of NY  

National Home Chairman  

wdstock44@yahoo.co 

585-689-5975 
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IN MEMORY OF  

PSC JACK VEAZY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack G. Veazy, Sr. 82, of Rome, passed away 

peacefully on Friday, December 6, 2024, at the 

Abraham House, Rome, NY. 

Mr. Veazy was a United States Army veteran, 

serving in the Vietnam War. He entered the U.S. 

Army in July 1964.  He completed basic training 

at Fort Jackson, South Carolina.  He served two 

tours of duty in Vietnam, as a Helicopter Crew 

Chief, returning home in 1968.  He received the 

Bronze Star Medal with ɐVɑ Air Medal, Good 

Conduct Medal, Republic of Vietnam Campaign 

Medal, Vietnam Service Medal and the Vietnam 

Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit Citation and the 

National Defense Medal. 

Jack joined the VFW in Miami in 1968 held 

various Post chairs, served as Post Commander 

in 1974-75 and as Dade County Council 

Commander from 1974-76.  Jack transferred to 

Rome Post 2246 in 1980.  He was elected to the 

oʟce of Post Quartermaster serving in that 

position from 1980-2001. 

After holding many of the District Chairs Jack was 

elected as 4th District Commander 2002-03 and 

was an All-American District Commander. 

At the Department level, Jack has had many 

appointments to include State Membership 

Chairman 2005-2006.  Jack is served as State 

Chief of Staʜ for 2006-08. 

Jack was elected as State Sr. Vice Commander at 

the 90th State Convention. He was elected as the 

State Commander at the 91st State Convention. 

https://vfwnationalhome.org
mailto:wdstock44@yahoo.co
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Ronald 
Sorrentino 
SERVICE OFFICER 
JOURNAL AD 
CHAIRMAN 

Comrades. 

Once again, I am writing to all my comrades 

and Auxiliaries, about our Servicers Oʟcers 

Raʠe and Journal. We all know the importance 

of this program, as I have said many times 

before, and will repeat it on and on, our 

Servicers Oʟcer does so much for all our 

veterans. It is a tireless and never-ending job, 

they not only prepare the paperwork, ʝle the 

paperwork and as we know they follow through 

to make sure our veterans receive their 

beneʝts. As you all know, last year was a great 

success, and once again we met our goal this 

year in the raʠe donation. I am so thankful for 

all our comrades, Post and Auxiliary because of 

your generosity this will be another outstanding 

year for such great program.   

 

I know I sent this information out before but is 

always good to jog your memory and to keep 

the information fresh, This is only one of the 

program our Servicers Oʟcers are working on. 

Please read this and say this is why I want to 

donate to our service oʟcers 

  

We all know the good work that our Servicers 

Oʟcers perform for our veterans; one of the 

programs is the PACT Act. The Pact Act 

Veterans and their survivors have ʝled more 

than one million claims for toxic exposure-

related beneʝts under the PACT Act since the 

law was signed on Aug. 10, 2022. VA has 

processed more than 551,000 of these claims, 

granting 77.9% of them and awarding more 

than $2.2 billion in earned beneʝts to Veterans 

and survivors. The Service Oʟcer is the one 

supporting Veterans and their families to 

address military related toxic exposure. 

As you know the Department is looking to hire 

addition Service Oʟcer, even more reason to 

donate to this program. 

So, this now brings me to the Raʠe Tickets 

and Journal Ad  

There is no better way to continue to show 

your support for our Service Oʟcers than 

by taking out an Ad in the journal and 

buying raʠe tickets. 

The Ads are: 

 The full page is $ 90.00.   Half Page is 
$65.00.   The quarter Page is $ 45.00  
 
Now letɍs talk about Raʠe Tickets 
 
We also want to remind you that the Raʠe 
Tickets are included with this package. 
  

 
 

Last year we had a great Raʠe, I think we could 

do the same this year Lets show our Servicers 

Oʟcers how much we appreciate the work they 

do for all our Veterans.  There are 2 sheets of 

tickets with 12 tickets on each sheet.  The tickets 

are $5.00 a piece or 6 for $25.00 or 12 tickets 

$50.00.  You can always ask you more (HINT). 

The drawing will be held at the Spring 

Conference April 11-13, 2025 in Corning, NY.  

 

 

 

 

L~|]zh M~ªªj|®r|~ 
Ronald Sorrentino 

Service Oʟcer Raʠe & Journal Ad Chairman 
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Comrades, 

This is my second year as the community 

service chairperson, as of this report the 

Department of New York has the following 

totals: 

 Volunteer Hr.  14,993 

 Dollars Donated     $381,271 

 Total          $883,396 

The following are the top three districts of this 

reporting period: 

This is only for the ʝrst two quarters; we are 

moving in the right direction but are behind last 

yearɍs total. I know we could do much better. 

On the reporting of community service, you 

must remember that the VFW year goes from 1 

July Ɉ 30 June, to have your reports count it 

must show that the activity happened 

within the 1 July Ɉ 30 June time frame. 

Also, the description on the reports must have 

more than one word explanation, one word is 

not a description. The best way to ensure your 

reports are in the correct time frame is to do 

the report in the same month you did the 

activity. 

So, with that said, letɍs continue getting in our 

community service reports.  

   

wƻƴŀƭŘ {ƻǊǊŜƴǝƴƻ 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ 
 

 

 

Ronald 
Sorrentino 
COMMUNITY 

SERVICE CHAIRMAN 
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Harland J. Hennessey  
VFW Post 5538 

The remains of the namesake of the Harland J. 
Hennessey Veterans of Foreign Wars Post have 
been found, and now both post and family 
members hope to have a celebration soon to 
commemorate that ʝnal closure. 

ɐI want to throw the biggest party ever,ɑ said post 
Commander Johnathan Vienneau. ɐWe really 
should have a huge celebration to commemorate 
this.ɑ 

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency in 
Washington recently announced that the remains 
of U.S. Army Pvt. Harland J. Hennessey were 
identiʝed on Sept. 23. Harlandɍs nephew, John 
Hennessey of Boonville, said he was personally 
contacted on Oct. 1 by the United States Army 
that his uncleɍs remains had been found and are 
now in Hawaii. 

It will still be a few months before the veteranɍs 
remains will make it back home, where John said 
he will be buried with Harlandɍs parents Howard 
and Dorothy Hennessey in Boonville Cemetery. All 
expenses will be paid by the Army, John said he 
was told. 

It was Johnɍs DNA sample that identiʝed his late 
uncle since John is the oldest living adult male in 
the family, he added. 

Born on Sept. 1, 1918, Harland was captured and 
died as a prisoner of war during World War II. In 
1942, he was a member of the 803rd Engineer 
Battalion, Aviation stationed in the Philippines, 
when Japanese forces invaded the Philippine 
Islands in December. Intense ʝghting erupted, 
ʝnally leading to the surrender of the Bataan 
peninsula on April 9, 1942, and of Corregidor 
Island on May 6, 1942. 

Harland was captured when U.S. forces in Bataan 
surrendered to the Japanese. 

Thousands of U.S. and Filipino service members 
were captured and interned at POW camps.  

Harland J. Hennessey continued on page 16 



NEW YORK STATE OVERSEAS VETERAN 
 

Pat Iuliucci 
POW/MIA 
CHAIRMAN 

Comrades, 

Washington Ɉ May 10, 2024, the Defense POW
-MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) today 
identiʝed the remains of Sergeant First Class 
Raymond Earl Hall, missing from the Korean 

War. 

Sergeant First Class Hall 
joined the U S Army from 
Tennessee and served 
with C Company, 1ts 
Battalion, 19th Infantry 
Regiment, 24th Infantry 
Division. On July 31, 
1950, he was reported 
missing in action after his 
unit engaged in intensive 
combat actions with the 
North Korean Peopleɍs 
Army (NKPA) in the 
vicinity of Chungchon-ni, 
Republic of Korea and he 

was captured by enemy forces. On October 
20, 1950, Sfc. Hall was being transported 
north with the POWS when NKPA guards 
stopped the train in a tunnel near Sunchon 
and executed him along with 65 other U.S. 
POWSɍs in what would be called the ɐSuchon 
Tunnel Massacre.ɑ The remains of the soldiers 
were found by U.S. forces, the following day 
and were transported to the United Nations 
Military Cemetery (USMC) in Pyongyang for 
temporary interment. Sfc. Hall was initially 
identiʝed by FBI ʝngerprint comparison while 
at UNMC, but Pyongyang had to be evacuated 
due to enemy activity and his remains were 
not recovered.  During Operation Glory, the 
exchange of war dead which took place 
following the end of the Korean War, the 
remains of over 2,900 American soldiers were 
returned by the Democratic Peopleɍs Republic 
of Korea. Of those, the remains of 848 soldiers 
could not be identiʝed at the time and were 
buried as Unknowns at the National Memorial 
Cemetery of the Paciʝc. In August 2017, one 
set of these Uknown remains were disinterred 
and sent to a SPAA laboratory for further 
study. The laboratory analysis and the totality 
of the circumstantial evidence available 
established the remains as those of Sfc. Hall. 

Sergeant First Class Hall is memorialized on 
the Courts of the Missing at the National 

Memorial Cemetery of the Paciʝc. His name is also 
inscribed on the Korean War Veterans Memorial 
Wall in Washington, DC, which was updated in 
2022 to include names of the fallen. In October of 
2024, Sfc. Hallɍs remains were transported to 
Maloneyɍs Funeral Home in Holbrook, Long Island, 
NY. A Military Honor Guard was provided at the 
funeral home and at Calverton National Cemetery 
in Calverton, NY for a Military Burial with Honors. 

Still unaccounted for: WWII Ɉ 71,998; Korean War 
Ɉ 7,449; Vietnam Ɉ 1,574; Cold War- 126; Gulf 
War Ɉ 6. 

Take a moment in every day to remember those 
that are still missing and held as prisoners of war. 

 
In Comradeship, 

Pat Iuliucci 
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Harland J. Hennessey continued from page 
15 

Harland and other POWs were forced into the 65-
mile Bataan Death March and then held at the 
Cabanatuan POW Camp #1. Harland died Nov. 1, 
1942, at the age of 24, one of more than 2,500 
POWs who perished in the camp. 

ɐHe was the ʝrst serviceman to die in World War 
II from the Boonville area,ɑ John said. 

The cause of his death was Beriberi, a disease 
brought on by an insuʟcient diet, and the 
exertion of walking in the death march, John 
noted. Harland was buried in a common grave in 
the Philippines. The Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency exhumed the gravesite there 
in 2018 and Harlandɍs remains were ʝnally 
identiʝed. 

Harlandɍs name is memorialized on the 
Cabanatuan Memorial in the Philippines that was 
erected by survivors of the Bataan Death March 
and the prisoner of war camp at Cabanatuan. He 
is also listed on the Walls of the Missing at the 
Manila American Cemetery in the Philippines. 

Vienneau said whatever the VFW plans for a 
commemoration event, most likely coming in the 
spring, will be approved by the family. 

ɐI want to make sure the family is right on board 
with this,ɑ Vienneau said. ɐWeɍve got some time 
to plan for this and we want this place hopping.ɑ 
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STOP 22 WALKS 
This year there were a total of 21 Posts and Auxiliaries who held Stop 22 walks in their community 
with a total of 936 participants who donated $8,996.68 to help our veterans in need. 

Based on the number of individuals participating in the walk, run, dance, etc. as well as donations 
collected and information documenting the events to include photographs, newspaper articles etc. for 
Stop-22, the following posts are awarded the following: 

  1st Place VFW Post & Auxiliary 7227, Carthage, NY        

  2nd Place VFW Post 4658, Greece, NY     
  3rd Place VFW Post & Auxiliary 1384, Long Beach, NY 

  

Congratulations to all the Posts and Auxiliaries for highlighting the needs of our veterans! 
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